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NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION WEEK 2010 

Statement by Minister for Child Protection 
HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West — Minister for Child Protection) [3.04 pm]: This week from 
5 September we mark National Child Protection Week for 2010. The week is coordinated nationally by the 
National Association for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect—NAPCAN—with each state and territory 
doing its part at a local level to raise community awareness about child abuse prevention. The week provides an 
opportunity for individuals and communities to participate and contribute to the prevention of child abuse and 
neglect. This year’s theme is “when we know 33 000 children are abused each year, it’s everyone’s 
responsibility”. 

The Barnett government is committed to ensuring children are safe and protected from all forms of child abuse 
and neglect. In Western Australia, Child Protection Week will be promoted statewide with the Department for 
Child Protection providing funding to each of its 17 district offices across the state to run events, activities and 
information sessions in their local communities. The Liberal–National government is continuing its investment 
into protecting the state’s most vulnerable with a significant funding injection in this year’s state budget. The 
child protection portfolio alone received a significant boost of $43.5 million to $442 million this year, equating 
to an 11 per cent increase from 2009–10. This funding will provide for a variety of family support programs to 
be implemented throughout the state, provide opportunities to expand child and family protection services 
throughout WA communities, build stronger interagency practices and develop much-needed early intervention 
programs. 

Some of the key initiatives that will be rolled out through the Department for Child Protection as part of this 
year’s budget include: $53 million over four years and $13.3 million in 2010–11 to address increased demand for 
child protection services; $28 million over four years and $2.8 million in 2010–11 from the state government 
royalties for regions fund to expand responsible parenting services in regional districts; a $13.6 million increase 
in funding in 2010–11 for the reform and expansion of residential care facilities; and a $4 million increase in 
federal funding in 2010–11 for the National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness. I am also pleased to 
inform the house that the Department for Child Protection launched the “Secondary Family Support: State Plan 
for 2010–2013”, which will see the development of a series of family support hubs that will interconnect and 
streamline access to support services for families at risk. The planned expansion of mandatory reporting of 
sexual abuse will cover all forms of abuse and neglect, including physical and psychological abuse, and 
implementation is planned for 2012.  

Tomorrow I will open a free interagency event run by the Department for Child Protection, the Department of 
Health, Western Australia Police and the Department of Education that will address issues associated with child 
protection and the internet. For children and young people, the internet has become almost essential to learning 
and socialising, with both positive and negative consequences. This technology can be informative and fun, but 
there are risks. The sharing of personal information, unknowingly or deliberately, and exposure to inappropriate 
content are risks that are faced by all. Children and young people, however, are especially vulnerable as they 
may not have the emotional maturity to deal with these dangers. Added to the risks of this demographic is that 
children and young people have to cope with the increasing prevalence of cyber-bullying. Parents have to play a 
critical role in helping children have safe and positive experiences online, and the first step is to be informed. 
This week I encourage all parents to be vigilant when it comes to the safety of their child and to do their best to 
raise awareness about the prevention of all forms of child abuse. 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


